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The Neglect of a known Duty is Sin. 
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JAMES iv. 17. 


To HIM WHO KNOWETH To DO GoopD, AND 


DOETH IT NOT, TO HIM IT 1s SIN, 


% 


HE morality of human actions, that 
is, the quantity of Good or Evil that 
really belongs to them, will to a certain de- 


gree depend upon the circumſtances with 


which they are attended: yet there are ſome, 
the nature of which is ſo fixed and determined, 
as to be unalterable by any — 
whatſoever. With reſpect to theſe the point 
of Duty cannot remain a doubt with any 


rational agent. And even in thoſe inſtances | 


in which there may be ſome rogm for Moral 
Caſuiſtry, the Line of Right and Wrong 
may be ſeen by thoſe who are willing to 


perceive it, and be guided by it. 
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ſt is allowed that God gives to different 
men difterent talents, and thoſe different 
talents alſo in different portions: and ac- 
cording to our uſe or abuſe of them, will 
ſtand our Moral Merit, and our future re- 
probation, or acceptance with God be de- 
termined, 

The original endowments of intellectual 
abilities, or of bodily powers, are not only 
beſtowed in very different degrees, but theſe 
gifts of God may be improved or debaſed 
by the ſubſequent circumſtances of our 
ſituation in life, and the opportunities at- 


forded us of bringing them into action. 


This improvement or debaſement of our 
natural faculties; depends principally upon 
the manner in which we have been trained 
from our infancy; that is to ſay, on the 
courſe of our Education, which may give or 

ay prevent either good or bad inelinations, 
and thus impeding or improving our moral 
faculties accordingly qualify us for the pro- 
per knowledge of our duty. And how great 
ſoever may be the original difference of the 
talents beſtowed upon us, I hare not the 


leaſt doubt but that, by a proper education, 


all perſons might be made good and valua- 
ble members of Society: might be inſtruct- 
| of 


1 
ed at leaſt in the knowledge, and pro- 


bably induced to the practice of what is 
Good. All, for inſtance, might be trained 


in notions and accuſtomed to actions of 
early Benevolence; for there is no ſuch thing 
as Original or Innate Cruelty: and it is im- 
poſſible to ſay what happy change in human 
Society this ſingle circumſtance would pro- 
duce. The turn of mind and courſe of 
conduct being built upon Univerſal Bene- 
volence, as the foundation of moral and ſo- 
cial behaviour, would be at once the Pro- 

duction of Univerſal Good. | 
But we have cauſe to lament that even in 
che Countries enlightened by improved rea- 
ſon, by learning, by religion, ſufficient at- 
tention is not given to this method of Edu- 
cation. There are a thouſand little ſources 
of vexation to the young and tender mind, 
not yet able to form proper judgmentg, 
which from the very frame of our con- 
ſtitution occaſion anger and reſentment. 
Theſe emotions, not properly checked or 
improperly directed, like every movement 
within us, whether good or bad, will grow 
upon us and gain ſtrength by indulgence; 
till at length overpowering all the remon- 
ſtrances of reaſon or benevolence, we be- 
A2 come 
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( 4) 
come the ſlaves of Paſſion, Tyranny, and 
Cruelty. | 
In this unhappy ſituation, even if we 
ſhould know what is Good, it is not likely 
that we ſhould practiſe it. Our hearts are 
hardened; we are prepared to admit every 
thing bad, even premeditated Inhumanity. 
In all ſuch inſtances we fall directly under 
the condemnation in the text. The Evil 
which we do from our ſubſerviency to paſ- 
ſion, tyranny and cruelty, is very much ag- 
gravated by the knowledge which we have 
or might have of the oppoſite Good, which 
at the ſame time we muſt be conſcious is 
our Duty. And as the Text ſeems to de- 
duce Moral Guilt from. the Knowledge 
joined to the neglect of doing Good — (to 
him who knoweth to do Good, and doeth 
it not, to him it is Sin) —it may not be 
improper to examine how far Ignorance of 
what is Right, may be admitted as a Plea, 
or be conſidered as a palliation for doing 
what is Wrong. For though it is ſaid that 
the Neglect of Duty combined with the 
Knowledge of it conſtitutes Sin, yet when 
joined with Ignorance, it will not in all 
caſes be entitled to Pardon. 


Ignorance then according to the received 
diſtinction 


( 98 


diſtinction is of two forts, that which we 


could, and that which we could not have 


conquered, 

In thoſe uncultivated regions of the earth, 
where the poor natives have but very dark 
and confuſed notions even of any Supreme 
. Being, whoſe minds are not informed with 

the belief of a Creator of this world, and 
an overruling Providence, who conſequently 


are totally ignorant of the Inſtitution and 


the Duties of Chriſtianity; it will not be 
expected that they ſhould practiſe, or even 
know that Good, which 1s very juſtly re- 
quired as an indiſpenſible Duty from thoſe 
who have in theſe points been favoured with 
proper information. And here the degree 
of Guilt in doing Wrong, or not doing 
Right, will be leſs in proportion to the de- 
gree of unavoidable ignorance under which 
they laboured. Nevertheleſs, even in this 
ſituation ſomething will be required, ſince 
God hath not any where left himſelf with- 
out witneſs; but has given to the human 
mind, as its faculties open, a knowledge of 
Good and Evil, a natural perception of the 
difference of Actions, and a conſciouſneſs 
that ſome are preferable to others. How 
far the obeying or reſiſting the impulſe of 
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this Natural Light may entitle them to the 
favour or ſubject them to the diſpleaſure of 
_ Almighty God, is a point which we are not 

authoriſed to determine, nor is it any way 
neceſſary to enter upon this ſort of Ca- 
ſuiſtry. It is ſufficient for us to know that 
God, the univerſal parent, will deal by them 
as he dealeth by us; that he will not impute 

Sin for not doing the Good which they 
could not know: that he will judge them, 
not according to what they have not, but 
according to what they have received, and 
that they, as well as we, are in the hands of 
a God of infinite mercy. 

But the caſe comes nearer to our own in 
all inſtances where perſons might know, or 
actually do know to do Good, and yet do 
it not: and\to all theſe it undoubtedly has 
the Nature of Sin: that is to ſay, their con- 
duct immediately ſubjects them to the juſt 
diſpleaſure of God, and will be aggravated 
in proportion to the abuſe of the Talents 
given to their charge, and committed to 
them in Truſt for their due improvement. 

There was a time when in this country, 
though Chriſtianity was nominally profeſſ- 
ed, yet a great ignorance of many of its im- 
por tant duties was every where encouraged, 

and 


(#Y 

and every where predominant, A dark veil 
was induſtriouſly drawn between the hum- 
ble worſhippers in the Temple, and the real 
altar of God, All that was behind this 
prieſtly veil was carefully concealed by the 
Prieſts who drew it; who by keeping the 
people in profound Ignorance, amuſed them 
by vain external ceremonies, and groundleſs 
pretences to ſuch Powers as God never be- 
ſtowed on man. How far in this caſe Ig- 
norance of that Good which might have 
been known, may be available with God to- 
wards pardon, I preſume not to ſay. But 
certainly, even in this corrupted ſtate of 
Chriſtianity, the belief of a Supreme Crea- 
tor, of a Redeemer, of a future Life after 
Death, and a ſtate of Reward and Puniſh- 
ment, was univerſally taught by their Prieſts, 
though under ſome circumſtances of error 
and miſrepreſentatzon. The natural bent 
too of the human mind to Social Love, and 
acts of kindneſs, would be improved by the 
precepts of Religion. And from theſe prin- 
ciples, properly attended to, great informa- 
tion might have been gained by every one 
of the Good that he might do, and eſpe- 
cially in every thing relative to the impor- 
tant duty of Univerſal Benevolence. Igno- 

A 4 rance 


— 


T Ls ad 2 ,- — - 


r 
LS * 82 18 3 * A ** 3 


. ³ B 2 IS Ab 19/4 eb ete 


„ 
„ -*,AA44 
1 P 


$4 
7 
* 
Ws. 
*Y 
þ ” 
* 


"__ - : 
4 w >) 


we 


2 


40 AC.” — I 8 CEOS E7 2 « A. 
4 — — SER 3 fr on une bi mh f — 
KGG 


a OS n 
n — * 2 


L 1 ** 


(8): 
rance in this caſe is of that ſort that might 
have been conquered, and therefore the not 
doing the Good which might have been 
known will have in it, in ſome degree, the 
Nature of Sin. 

But with reſpect to ourſelves, the caſe is 
very different indeed from the inſtances juſt 
mentioned. At that zra, known by the 
name of the Reformation, many . — 
were removed, many abſurd opifiitons were 
ſet aſide, and many indefenſible practices 
were no longer required. The bulk of the 
People were no longer kept in ignorance of 
their duty, The Scriptures, hitherto con- 
cealed in an unknown tongue, were now 
tranſlated into their own Language, and 
laid open to their view. They were per- 
mitted, they were invited, they were com- 
manded to Search theſe Scriptures as con- 
taining the words of Eternal Life. And it 
is the fundamental principle of the Refor- 
mation, the very corner ſtone on which our 
Religion, as Proteſtants, ſtands, That Re- 
ligious knowledge ſhould be communicated : 
That every thing neceſſary to Salvation is 
to be found in theſe ſacred volumes: That 
it is not only a privilege, but a duty, that 
every one from this authority alone ſhould 

be 
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be fully perſuaded in his own mind, and 
then from motives of Conſcience and In- 
tegrity tow his practice according to that 
And all this 1s laid down in 
ſach oa, and eaſy characters, that he who 
runs may read, and he who reads —_ un- 
derſtand. : 

Now even under the Jewiſh Law and in 
the Prophetic Writings, the rule of Moral 
Practice is to adhere ſtrictly to Juſtice and 
to Mercy. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
what is Good; and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do Juſtly and to love 
Mercy. But if we look into the new Teſta- 
ment, we ſhall there ſee that the whole in- 
ſtitution of Chriſtianity 1s calculated to 
eſtabliſh the principle and promote the 
practice of Univerſal Benevolence. We are 
ordered to do to all others as we are deſi- 
rous that they ſhould do to us. We are 
commanded to be kindly affectioned, and 
tender hearted, and to extend theſe tender 
affections even to our Enemies. We are 
told that the genuine fruit of the Chriſtian 
Spirit is love, and peace, and gentleneſs, 
and meekneſs. We are informed that the 
'benevolent ſpirit of Chriſtianity is of ſupe- 
rior excellence to all that we can pretend to 


by 
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by the profeſſion of our Faith in this world, 
or from our hopes of happineſs in a future 
life. That Learning and Talents, and all 
human acquiſitions ſhall fail, and without 
Charity come to nothing; but that Charity 
never faileth. That Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, will all indeed abide, and in the day 
of Retribution will have their merit, but 
that the greateſt of theſe is Charity, or 
Univerſal, and Diſintereſted Benevolence. 
For this is the true import, and the Chriſ- 
tian Senſe of that Expreſſion. Our Saviour 
alſo poſitively declares not only that the end 
of his Inſtitution is Benevolence, but that 
this diſpoſition of mind is the true title to 
Mercy at the hand of God: that the mer- 
ciful are bleſſed, becauſe they ſhall obtain 
Mercy. 
Nothing then can poſſibly be more plain 
than the Duty of every one who profeſſeth 
himſelf to be a Proteſtant Chriſtian. Every 
one who makes this profeſſion muſt know 
that, by the poſitive ordinances of this Reli- 
gion, he is to love Mercy, and to do Good, 
Knowing this, and not doing it, he ſtands 
Guilty in the fight of God. To him who 
knoweth to do Good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is Sin. And the degree of his Guilt 
"= 
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muſt be eſtimated by theſe three circum- 
ftances, The Evidence of his Duty; The 
Importance of the Good which he knew 
and neglected to do; and, The Malignity 
of the Wickedneſs which inſtead thereof he 
deliberately purpoſeth to commit. 

Probably by this time it may appear what 


is the principal object which 1 have in view, 


and that the intended application of this 
diſcourſe is to that moſt horrible of all Ini- 
quities, the Slave Trade. As Chriſtians-the 
evidence of our duty to practiſe Univerſal 
Benevolence, is as clear as any Mathema- 
tical Demonſtration, The importance of 
the Good that would ariſe from performing 
our known duty in this reſpect, by doing 
Juſtice and ſhewing Mercy to the poor na- 
tives of Africa, is beyond our moſt extended 
conceptions. It is to reſcue from extreme 
miſery a world made compleatly wretched 
by our Vice and Profligacy, and to reſtore 
them to their Natural Rights, to their liberty 
and happineſs, This is the Good which we 
have in our power, which we know to be 
our Duty, and which we refuſe to perform, 
The malignity of the Wickedneſs 1t 1s not 
in mine, nor in any one's power to deſcribe 
in its proper colours, I will take upon me 
to 


l 


to ſay, that conſidered in all its circumſtances 
and connections, it is the moſt heinous Crime 
that any Individual or any National Body 
can poſſibly commit. And this is the Evil 
which we with conſcious deliberation ws 
dily perpetrate. 

Apply then theſe poſitions, which are 
ſtrictly true, to the perſons who practiſe, 
or thoſe who patronize the Slave Trade, and 
then try if by the utmoſt ſtretch of Imagi- 
nation you can conceive an offender of 
deeper guilt to ſtand before the preſence of 
God: That God who will judge both Na- 
tions and Individuals, and at his appointed 
time render to them according to theſe 
their works. 

We read that there is a Sin which never 
ſhall be forgiven, neither in this world nor 
in that which is to come. What offence 
can be ſo likely to incur this ſevere judge- 
ment as that which gives the Lie to the 
Holy Spirit of God, and is a combination of 
all dreadful crimes in One: and this too 
perpetrated under a wilful oppoſition to the 
evidence of known 'Truth, and againſt the 
conviction of Conſcience. For no one in 
this enlightened age can poſſibly think that 
Violence, and Rapine, and Cruelty, and 
Murther 
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Murther of the Innocent, can by any pre- 
tences whatſoever be juſtified. And theſe 
crimes, the conſtant attendants upon the 
Slave Trade, being wilfully committed, and 
deliberately defended by us, after having re- 
ceived the knowledge of that Syſtem of 
Truth which condemns ſuch enormities, 
there remains no Sacrifice for this Sin. It 
being impoſſible for thoſe who have been 
enlightened, and have taſted the good word 
of God in the Benevolence of the Goſpel, 
and the powers of the world to come, if 
they ſhall fall away from this Benevolence, 
it is impoſſible to renew them again unto 
repentance, becauſe no greater evidence can 
be given af the malignant depravity of their 
conduct, than that which has been offered 
to them and rejected by them. The deſpite 
thus done to the Spirit of Grace, and the 
profane apoſtacy from the Eſſential Precepts 
_ of Chriſtianity, in this Country too where 
Chriſtianity 1s as yet protected as the Reli- 
gion of the Land, concur to make our le- 
galiſed Traffick in Men, a crime of immea- 
ſurable magnitude; exceeding all that were 
permitted in the Syſtems of Pagan Legiſla- 

tors. 
Under their plans of Morality, even thoſe 
of 
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of the Stoic Sect, we find too many proofs 
not only of great imperfection, but even the 
permiſſion of horrible vices. And if we 
carry our examination to the other Sects, 
the Moral rules will be found ſtill more im- 
pure. Whoever will be at the pains of con- 
ſulting the Republic of Plato, that divine 
Philoſopher (as he is frequently ſtiled) will 
ſee Inſtitutes of Legiſlation ſo offenſive. to 
common decency, ſo pernicious to the wel- 
fare of Society, that one would think they 
could proceed only from the malignant brain 
of an infernal agent. This depravity in- 
deed was in the times of unaſſiſted reaſon, 
and of mental darkneſs both in Religion 
and Morality. What allowances are to be 
made for the want of divine revelation, in 
theſe inſtances, in which men doubtleſs 
might have made a better uſe of their natu- 
ral powers, God only knows, and God alone 
can determine. The times of this igno- 
rance, we are told, God winked at; but we 
are at the ſame time told that now a con- 
trary conduct is expected; and that all men 
are commanded every where to repent. 
Therefore ſimilar violences to the Moral 
ſenſe of Right, and Wrong, under all the 
light and information of the Goſpel, are 
70 enor- 
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enormities which admit not any palliation. 
The circumſtances attached to Actions may 
ſometimes in ſome degree ſoften their ma- 
lignity. But in our ſituation, informed and 
enlightened as we are, there certainly are 
crimes, the atrociouſneſs of which no cir- 
cumſtances whatſoever. can poſſibly dimi- 
niſh; ſuch in private life is the deliberate 
ſeduction of the Wife or daughter of a 
friend; in ſocial, the unprovoked murther 
of an innocent and uſeful member of So- 
ciety; and in a more extended conſidera- 
tion, that inſtance of our eternal reproach, 
our Legaliſed Traffick in Human Fleſh. Yet 
as Individuals we impudently practiſe, as a 
Nation we impiouſly patronize this known 
and abominable Wickedneſs: therefore as 
Individuals, and as a Nation, we openly defy 
the Majeſty of God; we contemn his me- 
naces, and we dare him to execute his judge- 
ments upon us. Do we preſume upon our 
ſtrength? the ſtrength of a worm; of a 


broken reed? or truſt we in the delufive 


ſmiles of preſent proſperity ? Let us bring 
to mind the fate of Tyre and Sidon. Their 
inhabitants were Merchants who paſled over 
the Seas, for purpoſes not ſo flagitious as 
thoſe of our Men-merchants. Their com- 
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merce like ours ended in riches, and their 
riches like ours in profligacy. Therefore 
the Lord gave a commandment againſt the 
Merchant city. And though her Merchants 
were as Princes, and her Traffickers as the 
honourable of the earth, yet the Lord pur- 
poſed to ſtain the pride of her glory, to 
bring into contempt her honourable men, 
to throw down her palaces, and bring her 
to deſolation. Let us therefore be not only 
warned, but let us be reformed in time, 
before our feet ſlip upon the dark Moun- 
tains, and we fall for ever. A plan of Re- 
formation has been propoſed, againſt which 
no argument can be produced, but what is 
founded in the moſt ſordid intereſt, the ut- 
moſt contempt of Religion, the moſt inve- 
terate hardneſs of heart, and the unfeeling 
infolence of Power. The principal objec- 
tion to it is nothing more than a wilful and 
perverſe confuſion of the terms Abolition, 
and Emancipation, as if they were ſynoni- 
mous expreſſions, when at the ſame time it 
is known that the former is relative to the 
Traffick, the latter to the Perſons, and that 
the former only is required to be immediate, 
the latter gradual and progreſſive, as circum- 
ſtances ſhall make it convenient. And as it 
has 


( 27.) 
has been fully proved that this change may 


be effected to the encreaſe both of Political 


and Commercial Emolument, the rejection 
of it can be nothing better than an effort 
of the moſt abandoned Corruption. But if 
we thus obſtinately continue this our con- 
ſcious rebellion againſt the poſitive laws of 
God, of Juſtice, of Humanity, againſt the 
peculiar injunctions of our holy Religion, 


we muſt expect that our Iniquity will be vi- 
ſited with a Rod, and our Sin with Scourges. 


But, in oppoſition to the humane attempt 

to eradicate and aboliſh this complicated 
Ja: it is ſaid that our benevolence will 
bring miſchief to theſe poor Africans and 
prejudice to ourſelves; we muſt therefore 
in this reſpect be guided by the ſtrict rules 
of prudence. Our virtues, alas! are far 
from being of that impetuous caſt as to be 


void of worldly underſtanding, or ſuch as 


require the bit and bridle of Prudence, leſt, 
like wild horſes, they be prejudicial. Our 


benevolence is not of fo enthuſiaſtic a ſort, 
© that our exertions will be detrimental either 


to the poor Africans, or to ourſelves, or to 
the general cauſe of humanity, Theſe are 
idle, but what is worſe, they are hypocri- 
tical pretences. If prudence is become fo 
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important a part of conduct, let us firſt put 
this prudential reſtraint upon our poſitive 
vices, before we ſo prudentially reſtrain our 
virtues; let us apply that conterfeit of vir- 
tue to check our career in profligacy; but 
in God's name let our benevolence, eſpe- 
cially on this momentous call for it, take 
its free and natural courſe. Away then with 
thoſe alarms, now induſtriouſly propagated, 
leſt we ſhould be too kindly affectioned to 
our fellow creatures. The friends of Sla- 
very, and its concomitant crimes, give us 
no reaſon to think that in this reſpect they 
will be too virtuous. They might expreſs 
ſome regard to Mercy without being righ- 
teous overmuth, or breaking in upon the 
. conſiſtency of a depraved and vicious cha- 
rater. If they muſt apply theſe reſtraints 
of a worldly wiſdom, they ought to ſhew 
ſome portion of that Virtue which 1s thought 
to require this reſtraint. The bridle is not 


the Horſe, nor is Prudence the Virtue which 


is to be regulated by it. And if the re- 
ſtraint of worldly prudence muſt be put 
upon their benevolence, that benevolence 
ought to exiſt which is to be thus kept from 
tranſgreſſing its bounds. But nothing can 

juſtify theſe perſons in, firſt, totally eradi- 
cating 
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eating every benevolent emotion, and then 
impiouſly denominating this ſavage conduct, 
neceſſary Prudence, and a regard to general 
Humanity. This is an inſult even upon 
common ſenſe. N 

But farther, the extenſion of our bene- 
volence to the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
it is ſaid, will be injurious to thoſe who 
have hazarded their property in the promo- 
tion of it. Be it ſo. They who hazard their 
property knowingly for the commiſſion of 
Evil, deſerve at leaſt to loſe it. Confiſcation 
of Property, or an ignominious death, eſta- 


bliſhed by the wiſeſt legiſlators, may be 


called injurious to the Malefactor; never- 
theleſs, the are circumſtances which juſtify 
this loſs of property, and the loſs of life; 

and on this principle may be juſtified the 
loſs of that property which has been ad- 
vanced for the promotion of that moſt enor- 
mous of all iniquities, the Slave Trade. 
What benevolence may dictate, or genero- 
ſity beſtow, in conſideration of the loſs of 
Property advanced under the preſumed ſanc- 
tion of a Law in itſelf abſolutely unjuſtifi- 
able, 1s a point not to be decided in this 
place: and far be it from me to lift my 
voice againſt the exertions, or to impede in 
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any degree the courſe of true benevolence. 
Whatſoever may be thought proper to be 
done in this reſpect, muſt ever be looked 
on, not as a matter or an act of Right, but 
of pure Generoſity. For the Slave Com- 
merce is fundamentally, and eſſentially Evil, 
and therefore ought to be aboliſned. It is 
an Evil utterly inconſiſtent with our Reli- 
gion, under whatſoever form or denomina- 
tion it may be profeſſed. And notwith- 
ſtanding that ſome Chriſtians may have en- 
tertained indefenſible notions of Chriſtian 
Benevolence, contracting its nature, and 
confining its operation, yet is the Principle 
itſelf univerſally allowed to be an eſſential 
part of the Goſpel of Chriſt. To reject en- 
tirely this fundamental principle of conduct, 
to refuſe not only to be guided by its ge- 
nuine influence, but to act in direct oppo- 
ſition to every tender emotion which the 
love of our Kind, which common Huma— 
nity can ſuggeſt, what is this but to refuſe 
to do the Good which we know to be our 
Duty, and in effect to call the blood of the 
Covenant with which we have been fancti- 
fied an unholy thing. For Chriſt ſhed his 
blood, he laid down his life in love for us, 
to teach us that in like manner as he loved 
us, 
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us, ſo ſhould we alſo love another. Not 
with that partial attachment which the opi- 


nions of Religious Sectariſts, which the ties 


of kindred, which the connections of hu- 


man policy, or which relation to the ſame 
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country may inſpire, but with that ardent, 
that truly Catholic affection which he felt 
and exerciſed for the Whole Human Race. 
For though his Goſpel was to the Jew firſt, 
yet was it equally, in its original = 77 and 
deſtination, to the Gentile alſo; that 1s, to 
the Whole Race of Mankind, in what degree 
ſoever they may be diſtinguiſhed from one 
another by the accidental circumſtances of 

Climate, of Form, or of Complexion. 
But farther, if we conſider this cruel traf- 
fick not only as a direct contradiction to 
the known and fundamental precepts of 
Chriſtianity, but as a public inſult to the 
eſtabliſhed religion of our Country, the pro- 
moters of it muſt be condemned as being 
neither Patriots, nor Politician No true 
Patriot, no ſound Politician, ever declared 
war againſt the eftabliſhed religion of his 
country, without propoſing ſomething which 
he thought better in its ſtead. The refor- 
mation of Errors, and correction of Abuſes 
in religious eſtabliſhments, by what cauſe 
B 3 ſoever 
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ſoever introduced, is a part of Wiſdom and 
of Duty: but to tear up and caſt aſide as 
of no worth a Primary and Eſſential Virtue, 
is the very reverſe both of Duty and of 
Wiſdom. And here, without any proviſion 
for amendment, the very foundations are 

' torn up; and what, we may aſk, hath our 
Religion done to deſerve ſuch overthrow ? 
Let us bring to mind the conduct of the 
great men of antiquity, the philoſophers, 
the legiſlators, the patriots of their reſpec- 
tive ages, who though convinced of the 
falſhood and abſurdity of their religious 
ſyſtems, yet abſtained from all inſult either 
to received opinions or even to external ce- 
remonies. The man moſt renowned amongſt 
theſe venerable ſages for virtue and wiſdom, 
even. after his condemnation, and on the 
very point of death, when he had nothing 
more to fear from expreſling his opinion of 
thoſe religious inſtitutions which he deſpiſ- 
ed, did nevertheleſs order a cuſtomary ſacri- 
fice to be performed, that he might not ſeem 
to inſult the religion of his country. If So- 
crates then thought ſuch compliance proper 
under an inſtitution notoriouſly falſe and 
abſurd, ſurely we might expect ſome de- 
oency of Attention from the profeſſors of a 
religion 
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religion confeſſedly true and of diviue Ori- 
gin. Surely we might expect ſome little 
regard to that fundamental Virtue which 
is the beginning and the end of the Chriſtian 
Law *., But with a gloomy ſurlineſs we 
have repudiated Mercy, and are the moſt 
fanguinary of practical Apoſtates. This 
abominable traffick is founded in Commer- 
cial Avarice, and ſavage ferociouſneſs of 
diſpoſition equally precluſive of every par- 
ticle of Humanity. For we ſtop not at 
Slavery, but add cruelty to cruelty both to 
mind and body, till the human frame 1s no 
longer able to ſupport itſelf under the ago- 
nizing miſery, 

This 


*I wiſh it to be underſtood that I do not defend a 
Compliance with what is wrong merely becauſe it hap- 
= to be eſtabliſhed; for this would be to perpetuate 
.rror: and on this principle taken at large, neither could 
= Reformation of what is amiſs ever take place, nor 
indeed could Chriſtianity itſelf have been eſtabliſhed in 
the. World. I only mean, as a fort of argument, a for- 
tiori, that if Socrates could pay this deference with re- 
ſpect to what he knew to be Wrong, much more ought 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity to ſhew a decent regard to 
what they know to be Right, in the obſervance of the 
Duty of Univerſal Benevolence. The compliance of 
Socrates was with a harmleſs act of eſtabliſhed Superſti- 
tion ; but the compliance required in the inftance alluded 
to, is with the firſt virtue of the human heart, and the 
fundamental duty of the Chriſtian Inſtitutien; the neglect 
of which is attended with the moſt extenſive, and irre- 
parable Injury, 


» 4 


( 4 3 


This is an Evil attended with ſuch ag- 
gravating circumſtances, if there be any 
truth in our religion, as muſt excite the 
higheſt diſpleaſure of Almighty God, whe- 
ther we conſider it as an act of Individuals 
or of the Nation. For we are taught in the 
Scriptures, that the infliction of Divine ven- 
geance will certainly follow the conſcious 
and obſtinate commiſſion of known Evil. 
But at the great day of Retribution, there 
will no longer exiſt diſtinct or ſeparate na- 
tions; the whole Human Race will be aſ— 
ſembled before the Univerſal Parent, then 
their Judge, and no diſtinftion, we are 
taught, will then be made by him, but of 
the Righteous from the Wicked. And as, 
according to the divine law, national wick- 
edneſs will not always paſs unpuniſhed, and 
as the diſtinction of nations will be then 
obliterated; it 1s a fair concluſion, that na- 
tional ciimes will receive their chaſtiſement 
during the continuance of the offending 
nation. In confirmation of this opinion 
we have before us the fate of many king- 
doms, and mighty empires far ſuperior to 
ourſelves in worldly greatneſs, whoſe mag- 
nificence was ſurpaſſed only by their wick- 
edneſs. Then Providence interfered, and 

| turned 
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turned the means of their elevation to their 
downfal. They are now nothing more 
than an hiſtorical picture exhibited to us 
for our admonition, We like them became 
great and wicked, and now, notwithſtanding 
the deluſive appearance of Proſperity, bear 
the genuine marks of a declining people. 
For whoever is acquainted with the hiſtory 
of the world, and the operation of political, 
and moral cauſes, will ſee amongſt us the 
ſame engines at work which produced their 
ruin. By Commerce we became rich, by 
riches we became luxurious, by luxury we 
are led to every vice that can deprave the 
heart of man. Thus Commerce, the means 
of our elevation, being now carried to the 
utmoſt length of Iniquity, will probably be 
the cauſe of our deſtruction. For, in the 
inſtance alluded to, it is of that unmeaſur- 
able enormity as to be no proper object of 
the Divine mercy. Eſpecially if we conſider 
it as directly counteracting the gracious de- 
ſigns of God in appointing Chriſt to be the 
Saviour of the Whole World. By this diſ- 
penſation of things it was intended that the 
Goſpel of Peace, and Liberty, and Good- 
will amongſt men ſhould be given to all 
Nations. He was anointed to publiſh glad 
tidings, 
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tidings, to heal the broken hearted, to give 
liberty to-the captives, to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burthens, to 
let the oppreſſed go free, to break every 
yoke, and thus proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord. What a contradiction to theſe 
gracious intentions 1s the whole of our 
conduct reſpecting the innocent and unof- 
fending nations of Africa! if we confider 
the treatment they receive from us; firſt 
in being torn from their country and their 
friends by the violence of hard hearted ruf- 
fans, then doomed to chains and excruciat- 
ing miſery, and if they ſurvive theſe cala- 
mities, in being ſold for Slaves to mercileſs 
maſters, not leſs cruel than the ruffians who 
forced them from their native land. Is this 
our Goſpel of Peace and Liberty? Is this 
our proclamation of the acceptable year of 
the Lord? If ſuch be the conduct of Chri- 
ſtians, the unconverted world muſt hear the 
name of Chriſt with horror. 'Thus do we 
by this abominable commerce defeat the 
gracious purpoſes of God, crucifying his 
Son afreſh, and putting him to an open 
ſhame. But theſe things muſt ſometime be 
accounted for; we know much better things 


— than theſe which we practiſe. And this 


our 
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our better knowledge will be a great aggra- 
vation of our guilt. For the knowledge of 
Good unperformed is a fundamental rule 


for the eſtimation of moral demerit: our 


Saviour plainly conſiders it as ſuch. If ye 
were blind, he ſays to the Phariſees, ye 
would have no Sin, but now, ye ſay we ſee, 
therefore your fin remaineth. If I had not 
come, they had not had ſin, but now they 
have no cloak for their Sin. In theſe and 
many other paſſages, agreeing in principle 
with that in the text, the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture confirms the dictates of common ſenſe. 
He who is totally and unavoidably ignorant, 
is not amenable to that law to which his 
knowledge really doth not extend. And 
although in the preſent ſtate of things 
amongſt us, we cannot expect much either 
of the Theory or Practice of Chriſtianity, 
or indeed any decent regard to Religion 
from Politicians, Merchants or Mariners, 
yet ſo much they muſt know of the general 
laws of Juſtice and Humanity, and of that 
religion which they outwardly profeſs, as 
to be conſcious that in the practice or pro- 
tection of the Slave Trade, they really have 
not any cloak for their Sin. They cannot 
but know that the unjuſt invaſion of an- 

other's 
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other's rights, of his property, his liberty, 
his life, they cannot but know that Violence 
and Rapine, Cruelty, and Murther are crimes 
which they ought not to commit. One 
proof that they do fo, 1s the ſubornation of 
evidence. to palliate theſe things by infa- 
mous miſrepreſentation, and a manifeſt vio- 
lation of Truth, Integrity, and Honour “. 
Another, the procuration even of a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel to falſify the ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, and pretend to ſhew that this ſhame- 
ful practice is defenſible by divine autho- 
rity . It is a crime of great profligacy de- 
fignedly to wreſt and torture the holy Scrip- 
tures to the defence of that wickedneſs 
which they condemn; for the Scripture is 
every where favourable to the proper liberty, 
and real happinefs of man. | 
But, arguments from Scripture, and the 
obligations of divine authority are now in- 
deed of little force. The topics of Religion, 
Juftice, Humanity, are nothtng better than 
ſubjects of deriſion to merchantile men, and 
worldly politicians. They admit not into 
their calculations theſe articles entirely fo- 
reign to their views and purpoſes, which go 
no 
See Norris” Depoſitions. | 
1 dee Scriptural Reſearches. 
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no farther than gain or ambition may dict- 
ate. But, a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and a 


friend to the Religion of his Country, would 


be inexcuſable if he did not from this ſource 
derive his arguments againſt this iniquity, 
and regardleſs equally of their contempt or 
their perſecution aſſert not only its contra- 
diction to the will of God, but the fatal 
end to be expected at the divine Tribunal. 

For notwithſtanding all the ridicule of In- 
fidels, this is a doctrine credible on the 
ſoundeſt principles of reaſon. Nay, theſe 
very men themſelves, in the permitted proſ- 

perity of their preſent ſtate exhibit no mean 
proof of its credibility. 

In the Scenical deſcription of the erent 
day of Judgment, we read the various pleas 
that will be made for mercy, but-the gene- 
ral ſentence is ſtrong againſt thoſe .who, 
abandoning Mercy, are, Workers of Iniqui- 
ty. I do not mean to aſſert that theſe for- 
malities of a Judicial Proceſs will be lite- 
rally verified: far from me be ſuch pre- 
ſumption: it is poſſible that theſe may 
be deſcriptions adapted to our preſent ca- 
pacities; ſtill they deſerve a ſerious regard; 
and due attention ought to be paid to our 
Saviour's own account of that important 

day. 
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* When the Son of man ſhall come 
0 Nis ory, and all the holy Angels with 
him, before him ſhall be gathered All Na- 
tions, and he ſhall ſeparate them one from 
another. And he ſhall fay to them on the 
right hand, Come, ye bleſſed children of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you; and to thoſe on his left, Depart, and 
they ſhall go into everlaſting Puniſhment; 
And it is worth particular notice, that the 
immediate and peculiar reaſon for this 
dreadful ſentence Is ſpecified to be the neg- 
lect of the Duty of Mercy and Benevolence. 
Inaſmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
leaſt of theſe, — to one of the loweſt of the 
Human race, to one of theſe innocent and 
uninſtructed Africans, ye did it not to me.” 
Notwithſtanding this application, I wiſh 
it to be underſtood that what has been ſaid 
is excited ſolely by deteſtation of the Crime, 
and 1s ſo far from being directed againſt the 
perſons concerned as to be founded in the 
moſt cordial wiſhes for their converſion of 
heart; and the reformation of their conduct. 
They poſſibly may be in a wonderful ſtate 
of ſelf-deception, like that of David, who 
with cool deliberation and fore - thought 
contrived and executed à horrid plan of 
compli- 
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complicated MS: Inſenſible of the ap- 
plication of the Prophet's moſt pathetic 
Apologue, he remained in the ſame lethar- 
gie torpor of mind till he was awakened by 
the declaration, Thou art the man. May 
a ſimilar deluſion be attended with ſimilar 
penitence, that in the end may be added, 
The Lord hath put away thy Sin. 

It may perhaps be called uncharitable to 
ſay of any one that he is in a ſtate of divine 
reprobation. But is the Judge unchari- 
table who only declares the Sentence of the 
Law? he did not make it, pronouncing only 
its edits. It would be far more unchari- 
table, from an affectation of falſe delicacy; 
or vicious complaiſance, not to warn offen- 
ders of their ſituation by aſſerting the un- 
doubted doctrine of the Scripture. And if 
there be a plain and intelligible doctrine 
there, if there be an incontrovertible truth 
in this ſacred Volume, if there be a God 
who will judge the world, and if that judg- 
ment will decree to every man according to 
his works, then— They -who have ſhewn 
no mercy, will have judgment without 
Mercy — and if there be any who have de- 
liberately and decidedly ſhewn no Mercy, 
they will be found amongſt thoſe who 

practiſe 
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practiſe and thoſe who protect, the Slave 
TR... . 
If our A be, as lately repreſented, 
a ſyſtem of falſhood and deception, if in- 
deed, there be nothing to be hoped for, no- 
thing to be dreaded after Death, but this 
life ſhall end not only in Inſenſibility but 
in Annihilation, , ſtill from arguments of 
our common Humanity, this merchandize 
in men would be utterly unjuſtifiable as its 
patrons would readily confeſs, could they 
but experience the well merited retaliation. 
But ſuch a profane perſuaſion is a fatal de- 
luſion: they who admit it run a deſperate 
hazard, becauſe they cannot be certain that. 
at Death the human race ſhall totally and - 
irrecoverably periſh; and if not, if our 
Religion be true, they muſt awake to hor- 
rors from which they cannot be protected 
by any of the tranſitory advantages of their 
former ſtate of Exiſtence. The diſtinctions 
of this world will be no more. The eleva- 
vation of rank, the ſplendor of abilities, the 
accumulation of riches, or the inſolence of 
power, will not conſtitute any difference in 
the nature of the crime, and will ſerve only, 
as an abuſe of talents, for an aggravation 
of Guilt. 
May 


6 
May they therefore no longer be deaf to 
the cries of Juſtice and Humanity, no lon- 
ger conſciouſly tranſgreſs a known duty of 
their Religion, becauſe to him who know- 


eth to do Good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is Sin. fo 


St. Domingo, Nov. 1. 
The Planters in that Iſland having re- 
folved to ſuppreſs all mention of Liberty 
to the Slaves, and to puniſh moſt ri- 
gorouſly thoſe who ſhould publiſh the De- 
claration of the Rights of Men, aſſaſſinated 
M. Ferrand, one of the Seneſchal Judges, 
and paraded his head on a Pole for main- 
taining the Rights, &c. We hope the re- 
port is not true. 6 
See Gen. Ev. Poſt, Feb. 4, 1790. 
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